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This document is to help sysops using a Wildcat BBS (WINS) and Platinum Xpress for Windows (PXW) 
systems to setup and optimize PXW. It is maintained by Terry Roati, the sysop of The File Bank BBS! 
https://tfb-bbs.org who can be contacted at sysop@tfb-bbs.org for corrections, any suggestions and help. 
 
This document is a guide only and is based on the current settings I am using on my system. 
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Basic Setup 
 

General Options 
 

 
 

 
 
Set the WINS path. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Directory Paths 
 
Change the paths to suit your system. 
 

 
 

Security Setup 
 

 
 
Security is in two parts; one is the security Level, and 
the other is the security Flag. What you name them is 
up to you, but you must use them together where 
required. 
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I personally use a two-part system, whereby I 
separate different Networks and I also separate echos 
and files networks whereby I use two flags as well to 
make sure it is secure.  
 
For example, for Fidonet, I use the flags echos & Janis 
for Message echos and the flags files & Janis for 
Filegate files. 
 

Modem Setup 
 
I have changed some of the defaults on some of the 
following screens since I don’t use a modem, but it 
will work fine with the defaults. 
 

 
 
To reduce the connection time, I have reduced the 
Answer Ring Count to one. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Here I have increased the redial time to be longer and 
also increased the redials as well. 
Once the 10 redials is reached, you will no longer be 
able to poll the other system until you reset that node 
in the poll queue. See net screen. 
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Cost Table 
 

 
 
Call cost should be zero or you will have to give a user 
credit with wcReports for them to be able to send a 
netmail. 
 

Dial Translation 
 

 
 
This is required if you use Netserial (Vmodem) to 
connect to another node by telnet. 
 

 
 

Archiver Setup 
 

 
 
I have dropped older types as they were only 16 Bit. 
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Event Setup 
 

 
 
There is a default event whereby I have increased the 
Redial  limits. See the next screen for the change. 
 

 
 
I have created an hourly Maintenance event to reset 
exhausted redials, pack the various queues and to 
post announcements. 
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There is also an event for Zone Mail Hour. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
The above time is set for Zone 3. 
 

 
 
I used to create an hourly event for each Network that 
I connect to, but since using Netserial and everything 
is set to Crash then this event is no longer required 
but is here for reference in case you want to use it. 
 
Event Marked Inactive 
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Note: 
 
Antonio discovered that the Windows Time Server 
could cause this event to loop and making the node 
inaccessible. Turn off the Windows Time Server if you 
have this issue. 
 

File Semaphore Setup 
 
I am now using a semaphore to automatically process 
each nodelist when it arrives and to compile it. 
 

 
 

 
 
Below is a copy of the current batch files I use. 
 
FIDO.BAT 
 
@echo off 
T: 
cd\pxw\inbound 
copy /y nodelist.z* t:\pxw\temp 
cd\pxw\temp 
ren t:\pxw\temp\nodelist.z* nodelist.zip 
Rem rename to ZIP 
unzip -o nodelist.zip 
Rem Unpack nodelist  
del nodelist.z* 
Rem Delete nodelist    
move /y nodelist.* t:\pxw\nodelist 
Rem Move new nodelist to nodelist folder 
cd\pxw 
forfiles -p "t:\pxw\nodelist" /m nodelist.* -d -7 /c 
"cmd /c del @path" 
Rem Delete previous nodelist in nodelist folder 
cd\pxw 
pxnlist /auto 
Rem Compile the new nodelist 
echo >t:\pxw\inbound\sema\$TIC.0 
Rem Process TIC 
Exit 
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FSX.BAT 
 
@echo off 
T: 
cd\pxw\inbound 
copy /y fsxnet.z* t:\pxw\temp 
cd\pxw\temp 
ren t:\pxw\temp\fsxnet.z* fsxnet.zip 
Rem rename to ZIP 
unzip -o fsxnet.zip 
Rem Unpack nodelist  
del fsxnet.z* 
Rem Delete nodelist    
move /y fsxnet.* t:\pxw\nodelist 
Rem Move new nodelist to nodelist folder  
cd\pxw 
forfiles -p "t:\pxw\nodelist" /m fsxnet.* -d -7 /c "cmd 
/c del @path" 
Rem Delete previous nodelist in nodelist folder 
cd\pxw 
pxnlist /auto 
Rem Compile the new nodelist 
echo >t:\pxw\inbound\sema\$TIC.0 
Rem Process TIC 
Exit 
 
WINS.BAT 
 
@echo off 
T: 
cd\pxw\inbound 
copy /y winslist.* t:\pxw\nodelist 
Rem Copy and send nodelist to the nodelist folder 
cd\pxw 
forfiles -p "t:\pxw\nodelist" /m winslist.* -d -7 /c 
"cmd /c del @path" 
Rem Delete previous nodelist 
cd\pxw 
pxnlist /auto 
Rem Compile the new nodelist 
echo >t:\pxw\inbound\sema\$TIC.0 
Rem Process TIC 
Exit 
 
TIC.BAT 
 
@echo off 
T: 
wait32 60 
cd\pxw 
copy /y $TIC.0 t:\pxw\inbound\sema 
Rem Copy and send $TIC.0 to the semaphore folder 
Exit 
 

I use the above batch file to process TIC files as soon 
as they arrive on my system. 
 
A big thank you to Ironman who helped me simplify 
these batch files. 
 
Change to suit the drive you use and use these batch 
files at your own risk, these batch files work for me. 
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Fido Setup 
 

Mailer Setup 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Polling is set to 60 seconds, so if a node is free and 
there is mail to go out to that node then after 60 
seconds that node will be polled. 
 

 
 
I have changed my setting from 60 seconds to 10 
seconds to see if it will help improve the detection of 
Semaphores. 
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Netmail Setup 
 

 
 

 
 
Secondary Netmail Conferences for other Networks. 
 

Routing 

Netmail routing statements are used to define how 
netmail messages are processed by your online 
system. The routing statements must be listed in 
order of increasing detail, so the most general 
statements are near the top of the list and the more 
specific statements are listed below. Platinum Xpress 
reads this list in reverse order and will apply the first 
routing statement that applies to the netmail message 
it is processing. 

To edit an existing routing statement, either double-
click on the entry or single-click on it followed by 
clicking the Edit button. To add a new routing 
statement, click the New button. To delete an existing 
routing statement, single-click on it followed by 
clicking the Delete button. 

Routing is critical to have a proper functioning system. 
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You can no longer send netmail direct to all nodes or 
for that matter use Crash or Intermediate, so the safe 
option is to set your default as HOLD only.  
 

Nodelist Setup 
 

 
 
I do a manual compile in an event using pxnlist.exe. 

 
 

 
 

File Request 
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Poll Manager  
 
Note: No longer use a Poll for Netserial Nodes, would 
only be used if you still had some dialup nodes. 
 

 
 

 
 
If you want to use poll manager then you require an 
event to run the poll. In the above screen there is an 
event to poll 1:340/900. 
 
If you have a multi-node system, you can select the 
node for polling, 0 means any node can used. 
 
Note: 
 
I used to use an hourly event to poll for each Node 
that I connect to, but since using Netserial and 
everything is set to Crash then these Polls are no 
longer required but the above information is here for 
reference in case you want to use it. 
 
If you are not receiving mail or files from your uplink 
when using Netserial then setting up a Poll can help. 
We don’t know why, but sometimes Netserial cannot 
connect in one direction but a connection from the 
opposite direction solves this issue. 
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Node Manager 
 
 

 
 
Edit Options 
 

 
 

 
 
Set Crash & Direct for Netserial nodes. 
Set Hold & direct for Internet Rex Nodes. 
 

 
 
Set Crash & Direct for Netserial nodes. 
Set Hold & direct for Internet Rex Nodes. 
 

 
 

 
 
Set Crash & Direct for Netserial nodes. 
Set Hold & direct for Internet Rex Nodes. 
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Set Crash & Direct for Netserial nodes. 
Set Hold & direct for Internet Rex Nodes. 
 

 
 
Access Check 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mail Links 
 

 
 

File Links 
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Echo Manager 
 
 

Export / Import Setup 
 

 
 

 
 

Network Manager 
 

Mail Networks 
 

 
 

New 
 

 
 

Edit 
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Nodes  
 

 

List Echos 

 

 
 

 
 

Import  
 

 
 
Pressing START will import all the echos from the 
BACKBONE.NA which should be in the NANO folder. 
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File Networks 
 

 
 

New 
 

 
 

Edit 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Set Crash & Direct for Netserial nodes. 
Set Hold & direct for Internet Rex Nodes. 
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Nodes 
 

 
 

List Echos 
 

 
 

 

Import 

 

 
 
Pressing START will import all the file echos from the 
FILEGATE.ZXX which should be in the NANO folder. 
 

Mail Echo Manager 
 

 
 

Add 
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Edit 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Node Links 
 

 
 
Nodes on the right are linked to receive echos. 
 

Import 

 
Note: Use the second option if possible. 
 

 
 
Using the first option and pressing START will import 
the message echos from the BACKBONE.NA which 
must be in the NANO folder under PXW. You then 
must manually link the Wildcat message areas to the 
PXW echo areas one by one. See screen below. 
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Using the second option and pressing START will 
import all the message echos and connect them to the 
Wildcat message areas using an AREAS.BBS file. 
 
Note: 
The AREAS.BBS can be created by using the program 
made by Thomas Kloos. Use file FIDOUTIL2.ZIP 
 

 
 

File Echo Manager 
 

 
 

Edit 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Node Links 
 

 
 
Nodes on the right are linked to receive files. 
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Import 

 
Note: Use the second option if possible. 
 

 
 
Using the first option and pressing START will import 
all the file echos from the FILEGATE.ZXX which must 
be in the NANO folder under PXW.  You then must 
manually link the Wildcat file areas to the PXW file 
areas one by one. See screen below. 
 

 
 
Using the second option and pressing START will 
import all the file echos and connect them to the 
Wildcat file areas using an FILEFWD.CFG file. 
 
Note: 
At present, there is no program in WINS able to create 
the FILEFWD.CFG file.  
 

 

 

Tic Processor 
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Add a Network 
 

WINSnet 
 
This example is to add WINSnet to your PXW 
configuration.  
 

Dial Translation 
 

 
 
You must have a WINSnet entry to Thomas Kloos 
9:467/1, you can use either a URL or IP address. 
 

Alias Address 

 

 
 
You must enter your WINSnet address here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Routing Options 

 

 
 
You must enter a route to WINSnet  9:467/1 

 

Automatic Poll Setup  
 

 
You only require a poll setting here if you do NOT use 
Netserial, if you use Netserial mark it inactive (as 
below) or don’t make an entry for WINSnet. 
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Nodelist Entry 

 

 
 
You require a separate nodelist entry to WINSnet 
9:467/1 under Node Manager. 
 

Outbound Mail Options 

 

 
 
Only use Crash if you use Netserial. 
 

Areafix Options 

 

 
 
Only use Crash if you use Netserial. 

 

Filefix Options 

 

 
 
Only use Crash if you use Netserial. 

 

TIC Options 

 

 
 
Only use Crash if you use Netserial. 
 

Mail Networks 

 

 
 
You must add WINSnet to Mail Networks. 
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General 
 

 
 
Enter your WINSnet Echo details. 
 

Security 
 

 
 
Enter your WINSnet security details including flags. 
 

List Echos 
 

 
 
You should be able to see the WINSnet echos listed. 

Nodes  
 

 
 
You should be connected to Thomas Kloos 9:467/1. 
 

Mail Echo Manager 
 

 
 
You should see the echos are connected to Wildcat. 
 

Edit Mail Echo 
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Access Security 
 

 
 

Nodes  
 

 
 
You should see 9:467/1 on the right side but PXW has 
a display error. 
 

File Networks 

 

 
 
You must add WINSnet to Mail Networks. 

General 
 

 
 
Enter your WINSnet File Echo details. 
 

Security 
 

 
 
Enter your WINSnet security details including flags. 

List File Echos 
 

 
 
You should be able to see the WINSnet File echos 
listed. 
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Nodes  
 

 
 
You should be connected to Thomas Kloos 9:467/1. 
 

File Echo Manager 
 

 
 
You should see the File echos are connected to 
Wildcat. 
 

Edit File Echo 
 

 
 

Security 
 

 
 
Enter your WINSnet security details including flags. 
 

Nodes  
 

 
 
You should see 9:467/1 on the right side but PXW has 
a display error. 
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PXW Utilities 
 

BundName 
 
bundname.exe is create a mail packet bundle name 
for use with 3rd party application like Internet Rex. 
 

 
 

pxCMD 

 
pxcmd.exe is used to stop and restart px applications. 
I used this as a maintenance event to archive the PXW 
logs as the pxEcho.log is locked when pxEcho is 
running.  
 

 
 
 

pxFix 

 
pxfix.exe is used to view / edit Areafix & Filefix data 
for a node. Not normally used. 
 

 
 

pxHatch 

 
pxhatch.exe is a GUI used to hatch files into a 
network. You should only hatch files if you have the 
permission of the Network Co-ordinator. 
 

 
 

 
 
TIC File Hatch Manager  
 
The HATCH manager allows you to send (hatch) files 
to other members belonging to a Fidonet compatible 
File Echo Network. By hatching the file into the file 
network, you are putting a file in motion for 
distribution, which includes your own system as a 
member of the network. Hatching allows you to 
optionally import a file into a Wildcat! File Conference 
associated with a File Echo Tag. A TIC is a special file 
which is created for each file "hatched" into the 
network. The TIC file holds all the information needed 
to distribute a file to other members of the network. 
The TIC file contains the File Echo Tag, the originating 
address, a distribution list of addresses, the file name 
and other information. All receiving systems will 
process the TIC, importing the attached file into their 
BBS and possibly even further distribute the file to 
other systems. When the TIC is created by the hatch 
manager, it is placed in the TIC inbound queue. The PX 
Data Processor will pick up the special TIC file and 
begin creating a TIC file for each member or node 
linked to the File Echo Tag. In addition, if the Import 
into Wildcat! option is enabled, the file will be moved 
into a Wildcat! File Conference. Use the HATCH 
manager whenever you import or move a new file 
into a file echo network and/or import the file into a 
Wildcat! File Conference. 
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File Name  
File Echo Tag  
Description  
Uploader Name  
Import into Wildcat!  
Post Announcement  
Hatching a TIC  
Hatch List  
Deleting a Hatched TIC file 
 

pxMail 

 
pxmail.exe is used for testing and special events. Not 
normally used. 
 

 
 

pxNet 

 
pxnet.exe is used for scanning / packing netmail for 
use with 3rd party application like Internet Rex. 
 

 
 

pxnList 

 
pxnlist.exe /auto is used in a batch file to compile a 
nodelist without waiting the 10 seconds. 
 

 
 

pxRepair 

 
pxrepair.exe is used to repair the PXW databases. 
 

 
 
pxrepair.exe is best used as a GUI application from 
pxTools. 
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pxSend 

 
pxsend.exe is used for manually sending a netmail. 
 

 
 

pxStart 

 
pxstart.exe is a GUI used to start your BBS like wcStart 
in WINS, I personally use wcStart because it has more 
options. 
 

pxTIC 

 
pxtic.exe is used in a batch file to manually process 
TIC files. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

pxTools 

 
pxtools.exe is a GUI to run critical utilities. 
 

 
 
Editor is the built-in message editor / reader for the 
WINS echos including Email and Netmail. 
 
Queue is the Queue Manager used in pxEcho. 
 
Repair is pxRepair used to fix the PXW databases, 
close pxecho and pxOnline when using. 

 
User is pxUserEd which is a WINS user editor. 
 
Compiler is pxnList is the nodelist compiler. 
 
Hatch is pxHatch which is used to hatch files into a 
network. 
 

pxUserEd 

 
pxusered.exe is a GUI User Editor used to manage 
users in WINS. 
 

 
 

pxUtils 
 
pxutils.exe is used to do the following. 
 

1. Import AREAS.BBS / FILEFIX.CFG into PXW. 
2. Export AREAS.BBS / FILEFIX.CFG from PXW. 

(Can be used for a PXW backup of an Echo or 
File area configuration) 

3. Update MNET / FNET NANO files. 
4. Generate a MNET / FNET report. 

 
See screenshot below. 
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Note: pxUtils cannot create the AREAS.BBS or 
FILEFWD.CFG files required to easily import, setup 
and link echo or file areas in PXW. 
 
Presently the AREAS.BBS can be created by using the 
program made by Thomas Kloos. Use the file 
FIDOUTIL2.ZIP 
 
Currently, there is no utility to create a FILEFWD.CFG 
file, it is waiting for one of you programmers to create 
it. DO IT 
 

Viewfat 
 
viewfat.exe is used to view / edit the File / Tic Queue 
in pxEcho, run viewfat.exe /? for help. 
 

 
 

Viewnet 
 
viewnet.exe is used to view / edit the Netmail Queue 
in pxEcho, run viewnet.exe /? for help. 
 

 
 

Viewout 
 
viewout.exe is used to view / edit the Echo Bundle 
Queue in pxEcho, run viewout.exe /? for help. 
 

 
 

Viewpoll 
 

viewpoll.exe is used to view / edit the Poll Queue in 
pxEcho, run viewpoll.exe /? for help. 
 

 
 

Areafix.txt 
 
Areafix.txt is a text file in the PXW folder which 
explains the Areafix function. 
 

Filefix.txt 
 
Filefix.txt is a text file in the PXW folder which 
explains the Filefix function. 
 
PXWLOGS.BAT 
@echo off 
T: 
cd\pxw 
copy $exit.all t:\pxw\inbound\sema\  
echo Waiting for PXECHO to shutdown first............. 
:wait1 
if not exist \pxw\inbound\sema\pxecho.dwn goto wait1 
echo PXECHO is shutdown! 
:------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
echo Waiting for PXONLINE to shutdown....... 
:wait2 
if not exist \pxw\inbound\sema\pxonline.dwn goto wait2 
echo PXONLINE is shutdown. 
:------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
goto logs 
:logs 
cd\pxw 
move /y *.log t:\pxw\logs 
cd\pxw\logs  
t:\wcat\pkzip -add -move log.zip 
for /f "delims=" %%a in ('wmic OS Get localdatetime  ^| find "."') do set 
dt=%%a 
set YYYY=%dt:~0,4% 
set MM=%dt:~4,2% 
set DD=%dt:~6,2% 
set stamp=%YYYY%%MM%%DD% 
copy /y "t:\pxw\logs\log.zip" "t:\pxw\logs\Archive\log-%stamp%.zip" 
Del t:\pxw\logs\log.zip 
echo %DATE% %Time% PXW Daily Logs Completed>> daily.log 
Rem PXW Daily log maintenance 
goto start 
echo Batch file complete 
:-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
:start 
echo Restarting PX 
erase \pxw\inbound\sema\$exit.all 
start PXECHO 
start PXONLINE 
goto end 
:end 
exit 
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ERROR Help 
 

Error 1 
 

 
 
If you see the above error, it means the polls 
between the two nodes have reached the limit. 
You must manually reset this in PXW Queue tab 
below. 
 

 
 
I suggest that you can create a daily event to 
reset the queue as below. 
 

 
 

Toggle exhausted redials and it is a good idea to 
pack the various queues as shown in the next 
screen. 

 
 

Setup the time for your Maintenance event. 
 

 
 

Here you can set the various limits. 
 

 
 
Error 2 
 

 
 

When you see this error, it is usually caused by 
the system you are calling having wcOnline and 
or pxOnline being down. 
 
This is usually caused by an MS Update. 
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Error 3 
 
One thing I noticed on my PXW setup is that if I 
have an issue with a node not working properly, I 
then delete that node only, then save the PXW 
configuration and then shutdown pxOnline and 
pxEcho and then run pxRepair. 
 
It then creates an unknown file network which 
will show in File Network Manager, I then delete 
the Unknown network and then save the PXW 
configuration again. 
 
I then recreate the removed node and save the 
configuration, and all is well. You then must ask 
the node to Areafix / Filefix to get back their 
required echo and file areas or you can do it 
manually yourself. 
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Bad TIC Manager 
 
The Bad TIC Manager maintains records of bad TIC 
files processed by the PXECHO TIC Processor. It will 
show the TIC filename, the date the TIC was 
processed, the original system which sent the TIC file, 
the name of the attached file and a description of the 
problem with the particular bad TIC entry. Bad TIC File 
Name Nomenclature: When the TIC processor finds 
bad TIC files, depending on the problem detected, it 
will rename the TIC and move it to the BAD TIC 
storage area. The new TIC name will have a special file 
extension which describes the type of problem 
detected or encountered. Missing Attached File:  
 
XXXXXXXX.BNF  
 
When a TIC file is received, the TIC Processor will 
check to see if the attached file is found in the 
INBOUND path. If missing, the TIC file is considered a 
BAD tic.  
 
XXXXXXXX.BDF 
 
Duplicate TIC Attached file: XXXXXXXX.BDF When a 
TIC file is received, the TIC Processor will check to see 
if the attached file is a duplicate by checking a 
duplicate/history table. If the file is exactly the same, 
the attached file is considered a duplicate.  
 
XXXXXXXX.BDP 
 
Duplicate PATH address: XXXXXXXX.BDP When a TIC 
file is received, the TIC Processor will check to see 
your ADDRESS is included in the list of PATH addresses 
including the TIC file. If your address is found, the TIC 
is considered a duplicate. 
 
XXXXXXXX.BPM 
 
Password Mismatch: XXXXXXXX.BPM When a TIC file 
is received, the TIC processor will check the password 
in the TIC and compare it against the password 
expected. If the passwords do not match, a security 
violation is assumed.  
 
XXXXXXXX.BOF 
 
Orphan File Echo: XXXXXXXX.BOF When a TIC file is 
received, the TIC processor will check the FILE ECHO 
TAG in the TIC to see if it's an echo located in the FILE 
ECHO DATABASE. If not found, it is considered an 
orphaned or unknown file echo tag. Depending on the 

TIC Processor Auto Add options, the TIC can be 
automatically added to the database or moved to the 
Bad TIC storage area.  
 
XXXXXXXX.BTE 
 
General TIC Error: XXXXXXXX.BTE This file extension is 
used for any other unexpected TIC processor error 
found. 
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Bad Mail Manager 
 
The Bad Mail Manager maintains records of bad mail 
processed by the Data Processor. It will show the 
filename, the date the mail was processed, the 
original system which sent the bad mail, the 
destination system and description of the problem 
with the particular bad mail entry. 
 
Bad Mail File Name Nonmenclature:  
 
When the data processor's mail tosser finds bad mail, 
depending on the problem detected, it will save the 
mail in special files with special file extensions which 
describe the type of problem detected or 
encountered.  
 
Corrupted Mail, Bad Dates and Duplicate Mail  
 
Mail falling under this category is stored in packet files 
with special file extensions. These packet files are 
stored in bad mail paths (example: \pxw\bad \mail) 
with the file name of XXXXXXXX.YYY where XXXXXXXX 
is the new unique file name for the current mail being 
processed and YYY is one of the following extensions 
based on the failed mail type: 
 
xxxxxxxx.BAD  
 
This packet file could not be processed for an 
unknown reason. Typically, it's because it is 
corrupted. The chances are very good you will not be 
able to reprocess this packet. You might as well kill it. 
If you continue to see corrupted packets coming from 
one particular system, inform them of the problem.  
 
xxxxxxxx.BMD  
 
This packet file contains messages which have badly 
formatted Fido dates and have failed the Fidonet 
Standard for date formats. The data processor 
supports the Fidonet Standard for the 2 styles of 
dates, FTS-0001 and SeaDog. However, it also checks 
for additional formats which "snuck into" the system 
and are too prevalent to ignore. All others are 
dumped as bad mail. You can view the mail data 
format. The date may seem visually correctly but, with 
computers, they must fit a strict format and order.  
 
xxxxxxxx.BOM 
 
This packet file contains OLD msgs which failed the 
age limit defined in your setup.  

 
xxxxxxxx.BEM  
 
This packet file contains echo mail messages which 
failed the Wildcat! server AddMessage command. The 
Wildcat! Server is responsible for adding messages 
into the conferences. If it failed, PX will catalog the 
error in the $WCERROR.LOG file. Typically, the error is 
duplicate mail. Wildcat! has its own dupe mail 
checking system and if the TO, FROM, SUBJECT and 
DATE of 12 the message is found to be the same as 
some other message, it is considered a dupe by 
Wildcat! The odds are very good you will never be 
able to toss this message. You might as well delete it. 
If you believe Wildcat! is wrong, MSI will ask you to 
search your entire message base to make sure there is 
no duplicate of the message.  
 
xxxxxxxx.BNM  
 
This packet file contains netmail messages which 
failed the Wildcat! server AddMessage process. This is 
the same as BEM packets but for netmail messages. 
This can usually happen when a sysop attempts to 
'resend" a netmail message to you for whatever 
reason. He will need to create a new message that will 
have a new date in order to pass the WC dupe 
checker. The PX data processor does not perform 
dupe checking with netmail messages.  
 
xxxxxxxx.BDM  
 
This packet file contains duplicate messages based on 
the internal MSGID check performed by the mail 
tosser. If you have one of these, it means someone 
has resent mail created on your system back to your 
system! These are legitimate duplicate messages and 
should be killed. You should find out why it is 
happening because it means someone in a network is 
not set up correctly, and is sending mail back into the 
network.  
 
xxxxxxxx.BDP  
 
This packet file contains duplicate messages based on 
the internal PATH check performed by the mail tosser. 
If you have one of these, it means someone has 
resent mail created on your system back to your 
system! These are legitimate duplicate messages and 
should be killed. You should find out why it is 
happening because it means someone in a network is 
not set up correctly and is sending mail back into the 
network.  
 



Page 36 of 37 
 

Saturday, 29 January 2022 

xxxxxxxx.BDC  
 
This packet file contains duplicate messages based on 
the internal CRC check performed by the mail tosser. 
This is a final duplicate mail check done by the mail 
tosser. If the MSGID, PATH address check is passed, 
the CRC of the TO, FROM,. SUBJECT, DATE and ECHO 
TAG is performed. There is a small possibility that 
there could be erroneous dupes, but it serves as a 
good way to do the checking that other systems do 
not perform on their system. Bad Mail Failing the 
System Security Echo Mail failing security measures 
are moved to the unsecured mail path (example: 
\pxw\bad\unsecure) with the file name of 
XXXXXXXX.YYY where XXXXXXXX is the new unique file 
name for the current mail being processed and YYY is 
one of the following extensions based on the failed 
mail type. The file name is recorded in the 
$UNSECUR.LOG file.  
 
xxxxxxxx.BPO   
 
This packet file contains an originating packet address 
which did not exist in the Platinum Xpress nodebook 
(Node Manager). This means the option, "Check 
Originating Packet Address" is enabled and a node 
other than one listed in your nodebook has attempted 
to send echo mail to your system. This is an excellent 
security option and you should keep it on at all times. 
Typically, this can happen when someone has told you 
he will begin to send you echo mail, but you have not 
yet set up his account. Set up his account and 
reprocess the packet.  
 
xxxxxxxx.BPD  
 
This packet file contains a destination packet address 
which did not match your primary address or alias 
addresses for any of your private networks. This is a 
good check to prevent mail destined for someone else 
from reaching your system. It could also mean you 
have not set up an alias address for a new network 
you have joined.  
 
xxxxxxxx.BPP  
 
The packet file has a password which does not match 
the mail packet password defined for the originating 
node in your nodebook. If you have defined a mail 
packet password in the accounts node record, the 
same password must be used on the remote end 
when mail is sent.  
 
 

xxxxxxxx.BAF  
 
This packet file contains echo mail where the packet's 
originating node has failed the areafix access security 
required for the echo mail conference. The originating 
node does not have sufficient security to toss mail 
into this conference. This is an excellent security 
measure to protect secured conferences from 
unsolicited mail. It may also mean you have not set up 
the account security correctly.  
 
Orphaned Mail Packet (Unknown Echo Tags)  
 
When a packet message echo tag is not found in the 
Mail Echo Database defined by the Mail Echo 
Manager, the message is considered an orphaned 
message. Orphaned echo messages are accumulated 
in a YYYYYYYY.PKT packet file in the bad mail path 
(example: \pxw\bad\mail), where YYYYYYYY is a 
unique number for the particular echo tag. The 
orphaned packet is recorded in $ORPHAN.LOG. You 
may get orphaned mail if you have requested a link 
for a certain echo from your hub but have forgotten 
to set up the echo in your mail echo manager. It may 
also mean your hub is not set up correctly and is 
sending mail you never requested. You should send an 
AREAFIX message to the hub to see if he has you set 
up for the echo. If so, and you don't want it, send 
another AREAFIX message to turn off the echo link 
with the hub. 
 
Passthru and Pretoss Packets  
 
If the Platinum Xpress Data Processor is working 
correctly on your system, you should never see any 
passthru or pretoss mail packets. These packets are 
created automatically by the mail tosser in 
preparation for a downlink export phase after the 
mail tosser has completed tossing the mail. If you ever 
see any of these, it probably means the data 
processor had a critical failure somewhere, in which 
case, Santronics would be interested to know what 
happened to see if the problem, if any, can be fixed. 
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System Folder Information 
 

The system folder contains the various data and configuration files used by PXW, below is a list with a basic 
explanation of the function for each of these files. 
 

ann.tpl File Announcement Template 

fann.tpl File Announcement Footer Template 

fnotify.tpl File Echo Link Notification Report 

freqresp.tpl File Request Response Template for File Request System 

ftscprod.dat FTSC Approved Software Codes 

mnotify.tpl Mail Echo Link Notification Report 

pxalias.dat Network Names 

pxarch.dat Archiver Configuration Data 

pxarch.def Archiver Definitions 

pxcfg.std PXW Configuration 

pxcost.dat Telephone call costs Data 

pxdsecf.dat PXW Security Flags Configuration 

pxdsecv.dat PXW Security Values Configuration 

pxefsema.dat Semaphore Configuration Data 

pxevts.dat Events Configuration Data 

pxfecho.dat File Echo List Configuration 

pxflink.dat File Echo Link to WINS Configuration 

pxfnet.dat File Network List Configuration 

pxfnetdb.dat File Echo Full List Configuration 

pxfreq.dat File Request Configuration 

pxmagic.dat File Request Magic Names Configuration 

pxmecho.dat Mail Echo List Configuration 

pxmlink.dat Mail Echo Link to WINS Configuration 

pxmnet.dat Mail Network List Configuration 

pxmnetdb.dat Mail Echo Full List Configuration 

pxnldef.dat Nodelist Configuration 

pxnode.dat Node Configuration 

pxobfat.dat Outbound File Data 

pxobhist.dat Outbound History Data 

pxobmail.dat Outbound Mail Data 

pxobnet.dat Outbound Netmail Data 

pxorigin.txt List of Origin Lines 

pxpoll.dat Poll Configuration 

pxqueue.dat Queue Configuration 

pxroute.dat Netmail Route Configuration 

pxserial.dat PXW Serial Number 

pxticann.dat TIC Announcement Configuration 

pxtrans.dat Dial Translation Configuration 

pxupldnm.dat File Announcement Configuration 

pxzone.txt Netmail Zone Conference list 

tann.tpl File Announcement Header Template 
 
 
 


